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I Got My Stimulus Check. Now What?  
Community Task Force Reminds Residents to Be Responsible with Stimulus Payments 
 
 
BUCKHANNON – Interesting times are upon us. Buckhannonites and Upshur 
Countians are staying home, doing their parts to flatten the curve as part of the COVID-
19 pandemic response. 
 
Unprecedented numbers of our neighbors find themselves unemployed, and many are 
seeking assistance from the state and the federal government. When stimulus checks 
started hitting bank accounts earlier this week, many residents let out a deep breath. 
 
The Buckhannon-Upshur COVID-19 Community Task Force hopes residents are doing 
as well as can be expected. Task force members are united when they say, “Stay 
Buckhannon/Upshur Strong” and “Stay the Course.”  
 
Better days are ahead, but as noted by local, state, and federal public health officials, 
we cannot be sure when. 
 
With that in mind, the task force wants to encourage residents to think carefully about 
how to spend stimulus payments. State unemployment benefits will only last for a 
maximum of 26 weeks, and the federal supplement to those benefits will no longer be 
available after July 31, 2020 (which is the benefit week ending July 25, 2020). Many 
utility providers, including the City of Buckhannon, are not shutting off services, but 
charges for service are continuing to accrue. Payment plans will be necessary when the 
state of emergency ends. 
 
Stimulus checks are designated for essential needs, and task force members suggest 
residents consider paying the following items first or setting aside a portion of the 
money in savings. 

 Utility bills: Water, sewer, electric, and gas 
 Restock food and personal hygiene items 
 Rent/mortgage 
 Any prescriptions you may need 
 Gasoline for your vehicle 
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Enjoy the relief that a few extra dollars brings. By considering these steps, you can 
stretch that relief out a little longer. 
 
The Buckhannon-Upshur COVID-19 Community Task Force is a coalition of 
stakeholders representing the health department, medical providers, the county and city 
governments, as well as emergency response agencies, educational providers, social 
services agencies, and civic organizations. The task force also includes representatives 
from daycare centers, public housing authorities, nursing homes, etc. 


